
 

 

    

 
 
 

 

When sailors talk about navigation it usually revolves around GPS settings, how to use a plotting 

system on your iPad, or what is the best route across the lake.  Not this year.  Instead we’re 

navigating through the CO-VID 19 pandemic, road closures due to protests, high lake levels and 

closed harbors.  We hope you’ll stick with us as we make our way through all these challenges. 

 

All of our Fleet activities remain on hold.  Our Outings Chairman hopes that at some point we’ll 

be able to get together –maybe a combined margarita party/shrimp boil?  Or perhaps a launch and 

end of season fest rolled into one.  Harbors in Indiana and Wisconsin are open, but group events 

are not yet recommended.   Our Programs Chairman has several programs up her sleeve, but any 

location seems off-limits for now.  Any events that do happen may be last minute.  We’ll keep 

you informed via email and the website www.catfleet21.org.  Please make certain we have your 

current email address.  The Commodore has sent out several blasts.  If you have not received 

anything, we may not have your correct contact information. 

 

MEMBERSHIP 
Some good news!  The directory will be published this year and mailed to all current 

members.  If you did not renew your membership this will be the last newsletter you receive.  It 

may be too late for you to be listed in the directory, but you can still renew your membership.  

The form is available on our website. 

 

And some sad news.  Past member Henry Bettenhausen passed away in 

May.  Henry was a member of the Fleet from 1992 until 2011.  He was 

in Burnham Harbor for many years on a Catalina 27 named Cloud 9 

that he sailed with his long-time partner Pat Schaefer.  He later bought a 

Catalina 320 named O’Henry and moved to Michigan City.  When he 

decided to retire from sailing Fred and Shirley Collins bought his boat 

and renamed it C-Dream.  Henry was 87. 

 

RACING 
As with everything else, CO-VID 19 has impacted the racing schedule.  Most regularly scheduled regattas  

have been cancelled including the Mac Race and the Queen’s Cup.  The Hook Race is on for July 11.  To 

find the latest info on racing around the lake go to the Lake Michigan Sail Racing Federation website 

www.lmsrf.org. 
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A MESSAGE FROM THE 

COMMODORE 
 
The last few months have not been the year 2020 we were 

expecting and hoping for.  We are enduring a pandemic, stay-at-

home orders, protest, riots, looting, and arson. As I write this the 

Chicago harbors are not open, with no fixed date for opening.  

The harbors in Indiana, Hammond, and Michigan City, are open. 

In Wisconsin, Kenosha & Racine are also open. 

 

With the various Opening Phases in place in Illinois and Indiana 

it is not possible or practical to plan any outings or programs at 

this time. As soon as it is permitted and safe we will once again 

run our events.  We have not cancelled anything, we are just 

postponing. 

 

Hopefully, things will get better soon, and we can resume our 

normal lives. 

 

In the meantime, I hope all of you will be careful, safe and 

healthy. 

 

Branson Stone 

Commodore 

 

BUY/SELL/TRADE 
Fleet members may list items they want to buy, sell, or trade in 

this column.  Listings are free and run for 3 issues of the 

newsletter.  Send submissions to the Fleet Sheet editor at 

deare30@sbcglobal.net 

 

Will you be wearing masks on your boat this summer? Masks, 

Buffs, and Gaiters are options to consider.  There is a history of 

wearing masks in sailing, mostly as sun protection, so there are a 

number of options available to you! Here are a few options:  

Neck Gaiters: 

Dick's Sporting Goods –  

Neck Gaiters - https://neckgaiters.com/   

  

Face Masks that can be customized or with nautical theme:   

24 Hour Wristbands - https://24hourwristbands.com/custom-

face-masks    

Zazzle - https://www.zazzle.com/sports+face+masks 

 Etsy - https://www.etsy.com/listing/803763339/washable-face-

mask-custom-washable- 

 Madcap Hats - https://www.madcaphats.com/products/fabric-

face-mask-happy-sailing-theme-available-in-all-three-sizes  

Floss Boss Designs 

https://flossbossdesigns.com/collections/nautical-and-ocean 

 

 

 

                            COMMODORE 

Branson  Stone                 219-201-5583 

 

        VICE COMMODORE 

Harold Hansen          773-480-7412 

 

             TREASURER 

Pete Pohl            630-319-3207 

 

                                SECRETARY 

Laura Pohl                  630-682-3204 

 

PAST COMMODORE 

James Caldwell          312-391-7777 

 

 

          HARBOR CAPTAINS 

Belmont   Harold Hansen 

   773-480-7412 

  

Burnham   open 

 

DuSable   open 

     

  

Hammond   Pat Reynolds 

   773-779-4949 

 

Jackson Park  Wanda Robertson 

   773-538-7531 

 

Kenosha   Deborah Ruxton 

   630-279-4533 

 

  

Michigan City  Ted  Kuenzli 

   708-539-9955 

 

Monroe   Pete Pohl 

   630-319-3207 

                 

Montrose                       Fred Swastek 

   773-578-6852 

 

31st Street    John Jackiw 

   708-423-9839 

 

Waukegan   Stuart Gordon 

   847-830-1033 

    

DIRECTORY 

Bill Thompson   630-373-3594 

 

  MEMBERSHIP 

Pat Shereyk   708-645-1957 

 

OUTINGS  

Dave DeAre   630-469-6117 

 

PROGRAMS 

April Hansen  319-321-9751 

    

RACING 

Bob Garrett   773-988-5501 

 

RIGGING & EQUIPMENT 

Leo Beer   708-204-6771 

Jeff Danhauer  270-570-0385 

 

MEMBER AT LARGE 

Jack Bretall   708-974-4932 

    

               PUBLICITY 

Fleet Sheet   Carolyn DeAre 

   630-469-6117 

 

Main Sheet   Fred Collins 

   219-762-4107 

  

           MARINER’S FUND 

Ted Kuenzli   773-517-1576 

 

WEB SITE 

Bob Kuba   773-327-9331 

 

CYA REPRESENTATIVE 

Lori Lauraitis  708-448-1382 

 

BANQUET 

Madalyn Duerr  708-429-0005 
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RIGGING AND 

EQUIPMENT 
Contributed By Leo Beer         

 

Happy summertime to all! Hopefully everyone has 

been able to get their beloved Catalinas (or other) 

back into the water where they belong. This world 

has gone to crap in a bucket and we need to get our 

sail on! 

 

This edition’s topic is proper standing rigging setup 

and tuning. Contrary to what some may believe, a 

looser rigging is more dangerous and harmful to your 

boat than a tightly tuned rig. If your marina haul out 

is like ours in St. Joe, the backstay has to be 

completely disconnected from the transom 

chainplates for the hoist to get your boat hauled 

in/out. Therefore, before doing any sailing after being 

splashed in the spring one must retune their rig. 

Checking tension a couple times a year is still highly 

recommended even if not. 

 

 The simple way would be to invest and use the Loos 

rigging tension gauge. A very worthwhile investment 

considering how much it could cost you if a rigging 

failure occurred during a good blow on a spirited sail. 

Not to mention possible injuries or death to crew 

members. If you chose to purchase this gauge, just 

follow the included directions. If not, the following 

instructions will get you close for cruising. 

 

1) Start by hand tightening all rigging turnbuckles 

just to snug. No real tension yet. 

2) Set the mast perpendicular to the deck. Use the 

main halyard for this. Adjust the halyard to measure 

the distance from masthead to the shroud chainplate, 

then cleat halyard. Take halyard to opposing side 

chainplate to make sure both measurements are 

identical. If not start tensioning masthead shroud to 

the side with the longer dimension, constantly 

checking measurement to be equal. The other shroud 

may have to be loosened a bit to accomplish this step. 

3) Before any real tension is applied to any shroud, a 

base measurement must be established for cable 

stretch. Measure cable 2 meters up from turnbuckle 

and wrap cable with marking tape at this point. 

Another good way to do this is to cut a piece of 1” 

PVC pipe to 2 Meters long then use a ban saw to cut 

it lengthwise in half. Secure the pipe to the bottom 

end of cable with tape or wire zip tie then loosely 

attach the top of the pipe so cable can slide inside the 

pipe. Best to do this on all shrouds because as you are 

tensioning, you’ll be going back and forth to all 

shrouds as rig is tensioned. Stainless rigging cable 

will stretch approximately 1mm over a 2 meter length 

when loaded to 5% of it’s breaking strength. 

Therefore, 3mm equals 15% of breaking strength. It 

is desirable to preload shrouds to 15%-25% when 

sailing in heavier winds or demanding race situations. 

12%-20% is acceptable for cruisers that do not 

subject their baby to high load winds. Also, there is 

no need to have a rear bend to the mast if you’re only 

pleasure sailing. However it can help with sail shape. 

I’ll let Jeff tackle that subject some other time. 

4) Start tensioning the backstay first. This will also 

put proper tension on the forestay rig. The backstay 

will put more tension on the forestay because of the 

proportionate angle, so be careful here. You want 

15%-20% tension on the backstay. This will give you 

20%-25% forestay tension for headsail shape. If you 

have split backstays divide the desired tension in half 

and apply that to each leg of the backstay. 

5) Now start applying equal turns to the masthead 

shroud turnbuckles. Once you achieve approximately 

2/3 of the desired tension start on the other shrouds in 

an X pattern. Continue this on all shrouds until you 

have reached proper tension on all shrouds. Double 

check your mast to deck perpendicular measurement. 

There you have it. Easy enough, right? It could take 

you all morning to do it this way, which is why I prefer 

the Loos gauge. Just don’t lose your Loos. Make sure 

you tether it to the shroud or mast while using it or 

Murphy will throw it overboard and Neptune will have 

it in his tool kit!           Happy, safe sailing.  

Leo 

Safety Warning 
With high lake levels leaving docks and electrical 

boxes underwater, it is especially important to be 

aware of the dangers of Electric Shock Drowning.  

Stray current causes Electric Shock Drowning.  One 

victim often causes another individual to jump in to 

save them, causing a dual or worse drowning.  This 

year it is especially critical that boat owners examine 

their power cords and clubs examine their dock 

electric service lines to ensure power use will be safe. 

 

NEVER swim in or near marinas, docks or boatyards.  

Tell others about the danger of Electric Shock 

Drowning. Most people have never heard of ESD and 

are unaware of the danger.  Keep water safety in 

mind as we eagerly get back on the water this season. 

Learn more at: 

https://www.electricshockdrowning.org/preventing-

esd.html.   



CO-VID 19 and SAILING INFO: 

Chicagoharbors.info/covid-19/ 

https://www.discoverboating.com/resources/boating-during-coronavirus-covid-19 

 

https://www2.illinois.gov/dceo/RestoreIL_DOCS/J011328 DCEO Restore IL - Guidelines - Boating-

fishing - r7.pdf 
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