
A MESSAGE FROM THE 

COMMODORE   
Hello to all Catalina Fleet 21 members: 

I’m hoping you had a good holiday 

season and have settled into the winter 

doldrums with only minimal side 

effects and are staying healthy.  

Anyway, welcome to 2022 and dreams 

about a new sailing season coming 

soon.   

 

As your new Commodore, I thought I would use just a few lines 

here to share my background.  I’m a 35+ year general manager 

of public venues - arenas, convention centers, theaters, etc., 

around the mid-west.  Then, after 911, I became involved in the 

safety and security of these venues and led the training and 

protocol development for the public assembly venue industry 

through our professional association and working with DHS on 

related projects.  Since 2017, I have been mostly retired, doing 

some consulting, and working polling place operations for 

Chicago elections.  And sailing when we can.  

 

I began sailing in 1984 on Lake Peoria.  We raced on Saturdays 

– consistently in last place.  Our skipper had a philosophy, “we 

will have good starts, good food & wine, and oh yeah, we’ll 

finish.”  This all began after a first sailing experience on a windy 

night with probably too much wine.  Now, First Mate April and 

I own a 1998 Catalina 380 that we upgraded to in 2003 and now 

sail out of Belmont Harbor in Chicago.  A few years later, we 

had the good fortune to meet Ted Kuenzli in Michigan City on a 

first crossing of Lake Michigan. He helped us get free from a 

sandbar and over a cocktail, gave us a CF21 application.  So 

here I am.  

 

Catalina Fleet 21 has provided us the opportunity to sail to 

numerous harbors, make new friends, and enjoy many wine and 

sailing opportunities.  I encourage you to take advantage of 

CF21 activities and programs.  We have learned much, 

appreciated the help and advice, and enjoyed the camaraderie 

and good times at CF21 programs and events. 

 

I encourage you to get involved:  sailing, socializing, sharing 

experiences, or participating in activities and programs.  The 

club is all volunteer so there are many ways to get involved.  We 

have several Harbor Captain positions open, which is a good 

place to start.  But suggestions for programs, parties, or 

adventures are always welcome.  Please share ideas and get 

involved. Renew your membership, get involved, encourage 

other Catalina owners to do the same, and let’s have fun during 

the 2022 sailing season!  I look forward to hearing from you and 

seeing you at CF21 events. 

 

 

                            COMMODORE 

Harold Hansen                             773-480-7412 

 

        VICE COMMODORE 

Pete Pohl            630-319-3207 

 

             TREASURER 

Eric Hillenmeyer          630-915-8163 

 

                                SECRETARY 

Laura Pohl                  630-682-3204 

 

      PAST COMMODORE 

Branson Stone          219-201-5583 

 

      HARBOR CAPTAINS 

Belmont   Cat Hillenmeyer 

   630-915-8163 

  

Burnham   open 

 

 

DuSable   open 

     

  

Hammond   Pat Reynolds 

   773-972-2177 

 

Jackson Park  Wanda Robertson 

   773-538-7531 

 

Kenosha   Deborah Ruxton 

   630-279-4533 

 

Michigan City  Ted  Kuenzli 

   708-539-9955 

 

Monroe   Cathy Bredlau 

   708-807-2165 

                 

Montrose                       Fred Swastek 

   773-578-6852 

 

Waukegan   Irene Gagerman 

   773-931-9097 

    

                              DIRECTORY  

Bill Thompson   630-373-3594 

 

       MEMBERSHIP 

Pat Shereyk   708-645-1957 

 

                              OUTINGS  

 

 

                            PROGRAMS 

April Hansen  319-321-9751 

    

                              RACING 

 

 

                  RIGGING & EQUIPMENT 

Leo Beer   708-204-6771 

Jeff Danhauer  270-570-0385 

 

                    MEMBER AT LARGE 

Jack Bretall   708-974-4932 

    

          PUBLICITY 

Fleet Sheet   Carolyn DeAre 

   630-469-6117 

 

Main Sheet   Dave DeAre 

   630-842-8544 

  

      MARINER’S FUND 

Ted Kuenzli   773-517-1576 

                                 

                                WEB SITE 

Bob Kuba   773-327-9331 

 

                   CYA REPRESENTATIVE 

James Graham  847-477-1491 

 

                               BANQUET 

Madalyn Duerr  708-429-0005 

 

                      PHOTOGRAPHER                   

Ed Kita   847-226-5286 

 

 

 

Harold Hansen 

Commodore 


