
 

 

    

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

It’s been a rough start to the sailing season!  While we might be used to a cold spring, COVID 19 

is something we didn’t see coming.  Normally in May we would be promoting our Launch Party 

at Burnham Harbor and publishing our Outings Schedule for the summer.  You won’t find either 

one in this newsletter.  To keep you in a Catalina state of mind, here are a few pictures of Launch 

Parties from the past and the recipe for our famous margaritas. 

 

 

MAY 2020 

SEASON OPENER  

LAUNCH PARTY 

MARGARITA TIME 

LET THE SAILING BEGIN 

FLEET ACTIVITIES ON HOLD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Catalina Margaritas 

To a blender add 1 cup tequila, 1/3 cup triple sec.  Add margarita mix and ice to fill blender. 

Whir.  Rub the rim of a glass with a lime wedge, dip in kosher salt, pour in your margarita. 

Enjoy!  And think of happier times.  Warning:  Do not drink the whole pitcher yourself! 



A MESSAGE FROM THE 

COMMODORE 
 
Back in December and January the topic of conversation for 

boaters was the high water levels expected this summer. How 

things have changed in few short weeks. No one expected to be 

in a pandemic. 

 

Many marinas and boat yards are closed with no opening dates. 

Some harbors and yards are open with restrictions.  In addition 

to the corona virus restrictions, we already know the municipal 

marinas in both New Buffalo and South Haven will be closed 

this summer. The docks in both of those marinas are under 

water. Beaches are being eroded, some are completely gone. All 

of the restaurants we patronize at or near those marinas are 

either closed or open for carry out only. No matter what happens 

in the next few weeks, this coming summer is going to be very 

different. 

 

In the past few, days I have talked to several fleet members, and 

their plans for this summer vary widely. 

A few have already decided not to put their boats in this 

summer. Some are taking their time to decide if to launch this 

summer. Others have decided to wait until July to launch. Some 

in Indiana, where the marinas are open, are planning to launch in 

the next few days. 

 

Since we are not able hold group meetings all fleet events 

continue to be postponed.  When we can resume is anyone’s 

guess at this time. 

 

Whatever your plans, whatever happen, please stay safe. 

 

Branson Stone 

Commodore 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                            COMMODORE 

Branson  Stone                 219-201-5583 

 

        VICE COMMODORE 

Harold Hansen          773-480-7412 

 

             TREASURER 

Pete Pohl            630-319-3207 

 

                                SECRETARY 

Laura Pohl                  630-682-3204 

 

PAST COMMODORE 

James Caldwell          312-391-7777 

 

 

          HARBOR CAPTAINS 

Belmont   Harold Hansen 

   773-480-7412 

  

Burnham   Deborah Ruxton 

   630-279-4533 

 

DuSable   open 

     

  

Hammond   Pat Reynolds 

   773-779-4949 

 

Jackson Park  Wanda Robertson 

   773-538-7531 

 

Kenosha   open  

  

Michigan City  Francine  Kuenzli 

   708-539-9955 

 

Monroe   Pete Pohl 

   630-319-3207 

                 

Montrose                       Fred Swastek 

   773-578-6852 

 

31st Street    John Jackiw 

   708-423-9839 

 

Waukegan   Stuart Gordon 

   847-830-1033 

    

DIRECTORY 

Bill Thompson   630-373-3594 

 

  MEMBERSHIP 

Pat Shereyk   708-645-1957 

 

OUTINGS  

Dave DeAre   630-469-6117 

 

PROGRAMS 

April Hansen  319-321-9751 

    

RACING 

Bob Garrett   773-988-5501 

 

RIGGING & EQUIPMENT 

Leo Beer   708-204-6771 

Jeff Danhauer  270-570-0385 

 

MEMBER AT LARGE 

Jack Bretall   708-974-4932 

    

               PUBLICITY 

Fleet Sheet   Carolyn DeAre 

   630-469-6117 

 

Main Sheet   Fred Collins 

   219-762-4107 

  

           MARINER’S FUND 

Ted Kuenzli   773-517-1576 

 

WEB SITE 

Bob Kuba   773-327-9331 

 

CYA REPRESENTATIVE 

Lori Lauraitis  708-448-1382 

 

BANQUET 

Madalyn Duerr  708-429-0005 

 

When Fleet activities are able to resume you’ll hear from us 

Via: 

 

Email (do we have your current email?) 

 

Website –Catfleet21.org 

 

Facebook—Catalina Fleet 21 Chicago Region 

 

Fleet Sheet 



 

RIGGING AND 

EQUIPMENT 
Contributed By Jeff Danhauer         

 

It’s time to breakout the wax!! BUT MAYBE NOT. 

This year, science has brought new technology to 

make the life of a boater easier while adding more 

protection for your boat.  

Nano Ceramic technology has had extensive field 

testing on all forms of watercraft in extreme weather 

conditions by accredited laboratories and has been 

proven to provide these benefits under the harshest 

conditions in marine applications. 

 

WHY YOUR BOAT NEEDS IT. NOW 

When it comes to boat surfaces, they suffer horribly 

from high UV levels, causing oxidization. And even 

a brand new boat is vulnerable to this damage. Truth 

of the matter is that even with wax applied, yacht and 

boat finishes lose surface functionality in a matter of 

weeks. Functions such as UV blocking, stain and salt 

resistance are the first to fail and continue to diminish 

sharply after that time. 

Providing the surface has been properly prepared for 

treatment, nano ceramic coating will deliver optimum 

protection of the original coating for up to 18 months 

and also provide the ability to maintain the boat with 

minimal effort. A simple rinse or light wash down 

after use. 

 

THE SCIENCE BEHIND THE SHINE 

Nano Ceramic coating manufacturers have been 

focused on the development of surface protection 

solutions for several years. Based on their extensive 

experimentation and testing, they have developed the 

right mix of components, couple with a proprietary 

application process that allows us to protect a new 

boat or to restore a powerboat or yacht, to the same 

surface conditions as the day it left the factory. 

Nano ceramic coating is the result of an application 

where actual nano-ceramic particles build a 

consistent network of molecules on a surface. 

This then makes that surface resistant to extreme 

corrosion, chemicals and UV. It also restores color, 

gloss and surface hardness. In addition, the surface 

becomes hydrophobic and repels water and dirt. This 

means it can be easily cleaned with a hose. 

Once applied, Marine Ceramic Coatings will 

continue to preserve the surface of your craft for up 

to 18 months with little effort. 

While we are waiting to get access to our boats, it is a 

great time to do some research and start to dream of 

that beautiful shining boat that you are so proud of.   

 

 

 

The following article is a continuation from the 

February/ March Fleet Sheet 

Battery Tips for Best Performance 

No matter what kind of battery chemistry you choose, 

follow these recommendations to get the best 

performance: 

Stay with one battery chemistry (flooded, gel or 

AGM). Each battery type requires specific charging 

voltages.  Mixing battery types can result in under –

or over-charging.  This may mean replacing all 

batteries on board at the same time. 

Never mix old batteries with new ones in the same 

bank.  While it seems like this would increase your 

overall capacity, old batteries tend to pull down the 

new ones to their deteriorated level. 

Regulate charge voltages based on battery 

temperature and acceptance (manually or with 

sensing) to maximize battery life and reduce charge 

time.  Ensure that your charging system is capable of 

delivering sufficient amperage to charge battery 

banks efficiently.  This generally means an alternator 

with an output that is 25% to 40% the capacity of 

your entire battery bank. 

Keep batteries clean, cool and dry. 

Check terminal connectors regularly to avoid loss of 

conductivity. 

Add distilled water to flooded lead acid batteries 

when needed.  Keep them charged.  Leaving them in 

a discharged state for any length of time will damage 

them and lower their capacity. 

Clean corrosion with of paste of baking soda and 

water. 

 

 

 

 



MEMBERSHIP 

Your 2020 membership renewal form is 

included in this newsletter. The deadline for 

renewing has been extended to June 1. Please 

complete all information and return it along 

with your check to membership chairman Pat 

Shereyk, 13418 Choctaw Trail, Homer Glen, IL 

60149 by April 1.  If you no longer live in the 

Chicago area, contact Pat about your dues before 

you complete your renewal form. 

p.shereyk@comcast.net or 708-645-1957. 

 

The membership directory will be mailed to 

all members mid June. An electronic version 

will also be available. 

 

We have one new member.   

Welcome aboard to: 

Skipper: Lynda Stephens 

First Mate: Jeff Harris 

Address: 4250 N. Marine Dr. #2629 

Chicago, IL 60613 

Email: sailingcaptainlynda@gmail.com 

Boat Info: 

 Name:  Leela 

 Catalina 30 

 Montrose B55 

 

We hope to meet you soon, Lynda and Jeff!! 

 

BUY/SALE/TRADE 

Fleet members may list items they want to buy, sell, 

or trade in this column.  Listings are free and run for 

3 issues of the newsletter.  Send submissions to the 

Fleet Sheet editor at deare30@sbcglobal.net. 

 

 

 

 

RACING 

 From the CASRA web site 

Some of you may remember the Race to 

Mackinac in 2018.  Many of us were sitting on 

the rail slogging to weather in 25-30 knots of 

breeze and 10 footers.  A lot of us said “when is 

this going to end?”  We find ourselves asking 

the very same question today.  Earlier this week, 

we learned that the Chicago Harbors will be 

closed through the end of May.  The CASRA 

clubs and our friends at Chicago Harbors have 

been in touch frequently to discuss impacts to 

the 2020 sailing season.  Please check the 

Chicago Harbors website for updates 

at www.chicagoharbors.info/covid-19. 

 

We know everyone is looking for some clarity, 

so here’s what we’re planning to do:  First, all 

events on the 2020 CASRA calendar through 

Friday, June 19th will be cancelled or 

postponed.  To the extent possible, we will 

attempt to reschedule these events for later in the 

summer.  Second, we are prepared to modify, 

reschedule, and/or replace events scheduled after 

that date, so as to comply with requirements 

imposed by the State of Illinois, the City of 

Chicago, the Chicago Park District, or Chicago 

Harbors.  Third, we’ll do our best to provide you 

with periodic updates.  We may need to be 

creative, and try some new things, but we are 

excited for the challenge.  And we’re pleased 

that many of our 2019 sponsors will be returning 

in 2020.  We’ll share more information about 

our 2020 sponsors once the sailing season gets 

rolling. 

 

During that Race to Mackinac, the winds and 

waves settled down, and we ended up with a 

nice ride to the Island.  Let’s all stay on the rail, 

ride it out, and keep the boat moving as best as 

we can.  As always, please share any thoughts or 

comments at info@chicagosailracing.org.  We 

look forward to seeing you on the water soon! 

 



AROUND THE LAKE 

COVID- 19 has changed everything.  Here are 

some updates from harbors and boatyards. 

 

All Chicago harbors remain closed.  No firm 

date on reopening. 

 

Michigan City Washington Marina is open with 

electricity and bathrooms and high water!   

 
 
Hammond Marina is open and boats are in. 

Transient slips are available. (Some Chicago-

harbor sailors are going to Hammond for several 

weeks or a month). Hammond has floating 

docks. 

 

Wisconsin Harbors (Racine & Kenosha) are 

open with boats at the docks. 

 

Boatyards at 31st Street and Montrose Harbors 

are open by appointment.  Larsen Marine 

boatyard is open by appointment. 

 

 
 

April and Harold Hansen worked on their boat at 

Skyway.  April contributed the following article: 

 
This, Too, Shall Pass 

As I think back on past springs and complaining 

about how lousy the weather was—way too cold or 

way to wet—to get our usual pre-launch work 

completed as quickly as we would have liked, I now 

kind of just want to slap myself.  Never in my wildest 

dreams did I think a day would come when we might 

not be sailing at all in a season. When we think back 

about this spring, all other memories will pale in 

comparison to what we might be facing for this 

coming season. 

Yes, the spring has been cold and gray, so those of 

you still in Florida haven’t missed a thing. But now 

I’m wondering if we will ever get the boat off the 

hard, due to COVID-19 and harbors remaining closed 

well into the summer, or possibly for the entire 

summer. I don’t know about you, but I’m ready to 

practice some social distancing out on the lake.  In 

fact, boating is inherently distancing, unless you have 

a huge crowd along for the ride.  I welcome the quiet 

and solitude of being out on the water. I look forward 

to it all winter.  It gets me through the doldrums of 

January and February.  Just visiting the yard last 

weekend made me happy.  Bottom painting made me 

happy and I’m not sure I’ve ever said that before!  

Just being near other boats made me happy.  

Listening to the bickering power boating couple near 

by made me happy.   

There were very few people around on a beautiful 

Sunday, and that surprised us.  Skyway Yacht 

Works’ office was closed, and they will now be 

requiring appointments to enter the yard and they 

must be scheduled in advance in order to control the 

number of people coming and going. If you haven’t 

visited your own yard yet, you might want to check 

with them to see if they are enforcing similar rules. 

So come hell and high water, or COVID-19, we’ll be 

ready to sail as soon as we can.  Because at some 

point, this, too, shall pass.  In the meantime, we’ll 

have to rely on our memories of past spring launches 

and remember that maybe they weren’t so bad, after 

all. 

 

 

 

Michigan City with high north 

wind surge on 4/30/2020 

 

Dave DeAre at Larsen Marine 
5/7/2020 



Catalina Fleet 21 – Chicago Region 

2020 Renewal Membership Form 
 

        Home   Other  (Circle One)  Work         Cell 

Skipper:     Phone:    Phone:      

  

First       Home     Other  (Circle One) Work   Cell 

Mate:       Phone:      Phone:      
 

 
Address:     City:    St:         ZipCode:   
 

 
Boat     Boat      

Name:     Size:  Sail #:     

 
Harbor:     Mooring:   

 
E-Mail Address:         

 
Make check payable to Catalina Fleet 21 (check dollar option below): 

             $45 – 2020 Renewal Membership Fee  
 

$58 - 2020 Renewal Membership Fee ($45) + Mainsheet Subscription ($13) 

 

**Optional Payment** 

Mariner's Fund Donation   Donation Amount:  $     
*Make separate check payable to Catalina Fleet 21 Mariner’s Service Fund – see newsletter for details. 

 

Return this form to:  Ron or Pat Shereyk 

13418 Choctaw Trail 

Homer Glen, IL  60491-5984 
Membership Committee: Ron and Pat Shereyk 708 645-1957  

 
In consideration of the opportunity to participate and/or my participation in any trips, events, lessons, races or other sport or non-sport 

activities of Catalina Fleet 21, I for myself and my heirs, assigns, executors and administrators, hereby agree that Catalina Fleet 21 and its 

officers, directors trip and event leader instructors, assistants, agents and representatives, shall not be liable jointly or severally, for any 

injuries to my person or property.  I also agree to indemnity and hold harmless the parties from and against any and all actions, claims, 

demands, liability, loss damage and expenses of any kind, including attorney’s fees arising from such claims. 

 

Signature:       Date:      

 
 

Date Received:      Amount:       

 

Check #:        Posted:      




